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Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts,
documents. Baku, 2006, p. 11
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Audrey L. Altstadt. The Azerbaijani Turks. Power and ldentity
under Russian Rule. California: Stanford University Press, 1992,
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B. H. Jlesuamog. Ouepkn u3 ucropum Asepbaiigxana B XVIII
Beke. baky, 1948. C. 99.
0= 1948 Sb e Galil) RN (b a3l (e gedla L isilisl 5.0}
ARV 3210 99
12
Ce) Y A eaSa S5 paiea Gl ) dAaadlad J g0
[*]
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Unveap Mammaoos, Togpux Mycaes. ApMsiHO-A3epoaiizkaH KA
KOHGINKT: NCTOPHS, MPaBo, nocpegaudectso. C. 16-17.
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Unveap Mammaoos, Togpux Mycaes. ApMsiHO-A3epOaiiizkaHCKui
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Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts,
documents, p. 31.
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KOH()JINKT: HCTOPHS, PaBo, mocpexaudectno. C. 17.
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Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts,
documents, p. 32.
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Tadeusz  Swietochowski. Russian  Azerbaijan. 1905-1920.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985. P. 39.
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Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts,
documents, p. 32.
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Unveap Mammaoos, Togpux Mycaes. ApMsiHO-A3epOaiiizkaHCKui
KOH()IMKT: HCTOPHS, IPaBo, nocpeaanyectno. C. 18.
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Cornell, Svante. Small Nations and Great Powers: a study of
ethnopolitical conflicts in the Caucasus. UK: Taylor & Francis,
2001 p. 20.
b Apaad) A o) il ) 331 Al 3 1 palind) (5 9B 9 B i) adY) | il o Lii ) 5S)
AN ARIG) 20 = 2001 cdasia) ASLaall 518 530
[*°]
Hnveap Mammaoos, Togpux Mycaes. ApMsiHO-A3epoaiiTkancKkuii
KOH()IMKT: HCTOPHS, IPaBo, NocpeaHnyecTno. C. 18.
Oy il cbisagly glamod O BIS Ciluse (e cCiglen LA
A18 .om Akl
[*°]
[*']
4....;5.: J.LAA”
[*°]
Pamuz Mexmues. Haropusblii Kapadax: ucropusi npo4uTaHHAasA 10
ucrounukam. C. 88.
{88 .= . saall (pa (il fu G s Al ELIE  Cainge o/ )
[*°]
Huxkonau Illaspos. HoBasi yrpo3a pycckomy Aeiay B 3akaBka3be.
Ipeacrosimas pacnpogazka Myranm mHopoaumam, CII6: 1911
(baky: DM, 1990). C. 63-64.
Ahie a Ak U8 9B g (o A g ) Aalpaall ) el s el (Y 550
64-63 0= <1990 ¢5SL ruaall &) 1911 § s sl Gl ilaY e ga
Gl 430)
[*]
Hnveap Mammaoos, Togux Mycaes. ApMsino-A3epOaiimkaHCKuii
KOH(JIMKT: HCTOPHS, IPaBo, nocpeannyectso. C. 20.
Ol ) sldsasls Gl O B chluse B8 cCigaes UL
{20 .= Al g
[*]

35



L 0o Biase i Aaal

Unveap Mammaoos, Togpux Mycaes. ApMsiHO-A3epoaiizkaH KA
KOH(INKT: NCTOPHS, PaBo, nocpegHuvectTBo. C. 22.
OsiBly Fo i) cliisasly laodl Om @1 | Ciluge (4T ccdistaa JLELA
{22 = Aalugll g
[*?]
Samuel Weems. Armenia. Secrets of a «Christian» Terrorist
State. Dallas: St. Johh Press, 2002, p. 10

O S oY1 Apla ) Mdaaall Al ) e sbidsasl L wars Lo paral
(AN ARLL) 16 .0m 2002
[*]

Audrey L. Altstadt. The Azerbaijani Turks. Power and ldentity
under Russian Rule, p. 43.
A43.0m o g N aSad) cad 4 ggd) g Al Ala )31 QI L colidl] s 0
[*]
Samuel Weems. Armenia. Secrets of a «Christian» Terrorist State,
p. 16.
{16 .0m Anla Y "daanall A gal) ) paad sbiisa sl vars L pan }

[*]

Samuel Weems. Armenia. Secrets of a «Christian» Terrorist State,
pp. 16; 55-57 )

A{57-55 416 .ua Al N "Aaal) A gal) ) juad shdia ) | e s i s}

[*°]

Tadeusz Swietochowski. Russian Azerbaijan. 1905-1920, pp. 38-46.

{46-38 .02 .1920-1905 b gy aSa il Gl )3 | Suad o b D 40l'}

[*']

Erich Feigl. A Myth of Terror. Armenian Extremism: Its Causes

and Its Historical Context (Freilassing Salzburg: Edition

Zeitgeschichte, 1986, p. 71.

¢ D5l (Al By Al Aa Y ciplail) ol Y B gl | S L/}

AGaaY aally) 71 0= <1986

[*]

Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts,
documents, p. 32.

432,03l gl g FilEa) ¢ Abald) gy ) sl ) B, i g 4S5 a) S e sane i

[*]

Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts,
documents, p. 40.

36



L 0o Biase i Aaal

oa gl g @dal) o Blal g il cpl B (g S0 4 S i gtanae sl
=
A closger a8l gl e L e ess
[http://mww.shorouknews.com/menbar/view.aspx?cdate=290
52013&id=8568f469-475hb-4412-b5ed-elbc66c15ce0]
(A (b Aok R dilal 3 Ay sgen Jsl . i Ulne L
[http://digital.ahram.org.eg/Policy.aspx?Serial=520790]
[*]

Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts,
documents, p. 32.
RETRL LRV L EN R P EN TR A R W ' R P T G JRVEO a1}
.{46
[*]
Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts,
documents, p. 46.
oa Ul g FAl (REAN o N sl 1B i S a8 e dane sl
.{46
[*]
Pamuz Mexmues. Haropuslii Kapatax: uctopusi npouuTaHHasi 110
ucrounukam. C. 148-149.
{149-148 (= . sbaal) (o palia g U s b FLILE | Civgo el )}
[*]
Pamuz Mexmues. Haropubiii Kapa0ax: ucropusi npouuTaHHast
no ucrounnkam. C. 149,
{149 o= sbaall (pa uiia o )G sl BLILE  Canngo o/}
[*]
Hnveap Mammaoos, Togux Mycaes. ApMsino-A3epOaiimkaHCKuii
KOH(IMKT: HCTOPHS, IPABO, MocpeaHn4ecTno. C. 29.
OBy Gl sty Gl O EI Chluse (5T cCigaes LA
{29 .= Akluglly
[*]
[*]

[*]

37



L 0o Biase i Aaal

Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts,
documents, p. 49.
NERPL LRV S SN R N T A R P ' R PR e T g7 PRV a7}
{49
[*]
Unveap Mammaoos, Togpux Mycaes. ApMsiHO-A3epOaiiizkaHCKui
KOH()INKT: HCTOPHS, IPaBo, mocpeanudectno. C. 32-33.
Ol g Al cbiagly Olamodl G IS | Chluge (GeT cCigres JLLA
{33-32 .= Aklugl g
[*]
. 48 J.\m.d\
[>]
Svante E. Cornell. The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict. Department of
East European Studies Report no. 46. Uppsala University, 1999, p. 8.
A6 o 5 g 5 il gyl il 3 TS Al B 1B g 135 i) o5 i)
AN B10) 8 e 1999 Yl dxdls
[*]
Hnveap Mammaoos, Togux Mycaes. ApMsiHO-A3epOaiiiKaHCKuii
KOH(UINKT: HCTOPHS, IPaBo, nocpeqHuyectBo. C. 33.
Qsilly Fa i) sl Glawod G B Ciluge (GuisT cCigles DA
{33.0= Alugllg
[*]
[>]
o3l o 5ol 3l Ay 5l il (18 Al S s e sl S 55
ren) Ol A seend casSall (AU s Y 1921 dle sl 5 g
Osily f il sbdsasly Olawudl Gm g1 L Ciluse (G cCislaa UL
{ 34.0= Akluglly
]
Levon Chorbajian, Patrick Donabedian, Claude Mutafian. The
Caucasian knot: The History and Geo-politics of Nagorno-
Karabagh (London: Zed Book, 1994), p. 13.
L gy Fa ) SR Bdie  lalise 5IS cOLSulis Gk eobibs o5l
ARy ARG) 13 . pa 1994 (oal Aubad) £ L A dubaud)
[*°]
Hanuonaneuselii  coctaB Hacejdenuss CCCP. Ilo paHHBIM
BCecor03HOH mepenncu HacedeHnsa 1989 roga (Mocksa: ®uHaHCH
U cTaTucTuka, 1991), c. 120.
38



L 0o Biase i Aaal

Ol AL gal) TN 2 gas plian Uil g AL gud) AT (Ll 0 g8 (g 93N}

Gl 2110) 120 .0a (1991 cslian il s ALl ;S 50) 1989 ale

[*']

Hnveap Mammaoos, Togpux Mycaes. ApMsiHO-A3epOaiiizkaHCKui
KOH(IMKT: HCTOPHS], IPaBo, mocpeanuiecrso. C. 37.

OBl ol cbaisals sl O @I L il so (57 e p2ea LA,

A37.0= Akluglly

[*°]

Hnveap Mammaoos, Togpuk Mycaes. ApMsiHO-A3epOaiiizkaHCKu
KOHQIIMKT: HCTOpPHS], IPaBO, mocpeaHuniectso. C. 37.

Osillly Gt bl e o IS L ciluse G cisies UL

A37.0= Akluglly

[*]

[*]

]

38 (ua . 48 J.LAA”

[*]

Joxnan Cep:xa CapkucsiHa Ha NapJaaMeHTCKHX CJOYLIAHUSAX MO

npodneme Haropnoro-Kapadaxa, 29-30 mapra 2005 rona.
«REGNUM»: http://www.regnum.ru/news/437271.html

20 &laall fL) B LB ga Al ) £ Laitua) laadas (8 (Jlona Jlus 7 w35}

(s N A1) a5 el S5 2005 el 30

[*]

Unveap Mammaoos, Togpux Mycaes. ApMsiHO-A3epOaiilzKaHCKUA
KOH(JIMKT: HCTOPHS, IPaBO, nocpeanudectso. C. 33.

Oy E ) cbsaoly Gl Om EISY L chluse AT cislee UL

{38.0= Abluglly

[*]

Thomas de Waal. Black garden. Armenia and Azerbaijan through

peace and war. NY: New York University Press, 2003, p. 172.

s oSl g quall G Glas s Wil slagud) dlgasl) 6 g0 (e s

AR A2y 172 .0a <2003 ) 5505 Axalas

[*]

Unveap Mammaoos, Toghux Mycaes. ApMsiHO-A3epoaiizKaHCKAH
KOHQINKT: HCTOPHS, MPaBo, mocpexauyectso. C. 40.

39


http://www.regnum.ru/news/437271.html

L 0o Biase i Aaal

OSiBl g F il cbibaly Gl Gm @I L iluse (G857 ccistea UL
{40.0= Aklugll g
[*]
Pamuz Mexmues. Haropuplii Kapa0dax: ucropusi npo4YuTaHHAsA 110
ucrounukam. C. 75.
{75 = . oaal) (a pantia g U sl BLILE  civge e/}
[*]
.4l Hliadl)
[*]
76 cpa ., Andl Huadll
[*]
Rizvan Huseynov. Monuments of material culture and conflicts in
the Caucasus (a fortress of Irevan case study), p. 162// The
Caucasus and Globalization. Vol 6, Issue 2, pp.156-168; also refer to:
“Why are there no old cities in  Yerevan?”
[http://vestnikkavkaza.net/articles/society/24114.html].
(AR A ja— ol 5l Al8) 518 gl e 3l 5 dpalal) A8 o ) g
i) g IS 168-156 o= 2 Jluall (6 alall dal gl JE AN 162 .o
MOl (A Agasll aall aa o Y 1ALt
” []
L4l Hladl)
["]
Resolution NO. 13/30-P On the aggression of the Republic of
Armenia against the Republic of Azerbaijan: http://www.oic-
oci.org/english/conf/fm/30/30%20icfm-pol1-
e.htm#RESOLUTION NO. 13/30-P

40



calaalall
APPENDIX




¥ Glsaell il

RESULTS OF ARMENIAN AGGR!
RUSSIA

GEORGIA

sBalaken
@ rBILISI 2 0, :.
£zGakh G'f;:.:g
A q_r,?_zs;?aﬁm Sheki _Lﬁpghuz D
ljervan 3 TEuz z E R B {:’Gatila ? k
Sharrkic , SYania Yo g S =l

*Diljan & Gmanhay Ya'-rlakh ’_.-"L iol"d'
QGEGE??E Khai

nlﬂr s }._ﬁghg
ﬂ- L}iar
Razdan Q‘-}% Dashkesan Bﬁ LA
Q " 2 "}rs;,@ s Tartar —
ama e
~ Kyurdamir

4

-

. g {zardab  Sabi
$Mar1um_ Wardenis Kigrg iﬁ
D MEI‘ " | -
Aghjabedi -_
Imishii Mk Saatly

p ol

oFizuli ™ Sa

Y
Biles

i

TURKEY

45" 48°
Refugees and IDP Armenian Armed Forces in the occupied territories L
Refugees from Armenia - 250000 Tanks - 316  Artillery - 322
ACY - 324 Personnel - 40 000 -
Internally displaced persons from = ) DO
the occupied territories Settlers illegally fransferred to occupled tervitories
Nagomy-Karabakh - 8500
Internally displaced persons from regions = 100 000 Lachin = 13 000 = =
aleng the border with Armenia and Kelbajar - 700
line of oecupation Fangilan - 520 LLLL
Jabrayil - IR0

Total -1 000 00 Total = 23 000




¥ Glsanll il

- — 42"
o
L]
L1y
=S LN
L~. e
vechiZ2, @ |
A N 4
Ity
2 _
shamakhy ﬂsumwjh
: .ﬁ.bsharm&
Hajlgaﬁ E’-‘.Bjit]{U
Ali Bayramly
hyan Ef‘
uvar :
lilabad
el 50°

% Temporary Refuges/IDP settlements
k [DP tent camps

' Occupied territories

. = Line of occupation

s Admin. line of the former NEAOD of Az S5R

Oeccupied territories of Azerbaijan

Nagorny-Karabakl region
Territory = 4 388 3q. km
Population (195%9) - 189 085
Armenians - 145 450 (T6,9%)
Azerbaijanis - 40 68% (21,5%)
Russians - 1922 (1%)
(hers = 1025 (0,6%)

Shusha districe
Territory = 289 3q. km
Population { 1989) - 20579
Azerbaijanis = 19 036 (92,5%)
Armenians - | 377 (6,7%)
Occupied - May 8, 1992

Districts outside Nagorny-Karabakh region

Occupation Expaelsion
Lachin - May 18, 1992 = 71 000
Kelbajar - April 2, 1993 - 74 000
Aghdam - July 23, 1993 = 165 600
Fuzuli - August 23, 1993 - 146 00
Jabrayil - August 23, 1993 - s DOD
Gubadly - August 31, 1993 - 37900
Zangilan - October 29, 1993 - 39 500
Victims of aggresion
Kalled - 200000 Disabled - 50 000 Missing - 4 866
Destructions and damage
Settlements = 890
Houses = 150 0
Public Buildings -7 D
Schools - 603
Kindergartens - 855
Health Care Facilities - 693
Libraries - 927
Temples - 44
Mosques -9
Historical Places -9
Historical Monuments and Musewm - 464
Museum Exhibits = ) D00
Industrial and Agricultural Enterprises = 6 (00
Motor Ways - 300 km
Bridges = 160
Water Pipelines =2 300 km
Gias Pipelines = 2 (W0 km
Electricity Lines =15 00 km
Fuorests - 280 000 ha
Sowing Arca = 1 (0 00D ha
Irrigation Systems =1 200 km

The total damage is extimated up to 60 billions US §
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“Yukhari Govhar-Agha” mosque in Shusha city in the Soviet period.
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“Yukhari Govhar-Agha” mosque after occupation.
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“Saatli mosque” in Shusha city before occupation.
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Since the occupation of Shusha city in May 1992, “Saatli mosque” is heavily destructed.
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“Ashaghi Govhar-Agha” mosque in Shusha city was
partially destroyed after the occupation of Shusha.
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Aghdam mosque, which was built by Azerbaijani architect Kerbalai Safikhan Karabakhi.

i) Aaliadl sl J8 (e lnesi o5 25 sl B3sage e (add 50000 WlSu s oIS Ally calacl A

The city of Aghdam, which had an Azerbaijani population of 50,000, does
not exist today and was destroyed by Armenian armed forces.

eg 4l Heall - Photos by Andre Widmer
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“Sardar’s mosque” (Abbas Mirza mosque) in Erivan fortress which was built in the beginning
of the nineteenth century, during the reign of the last khan of Erivan Khanate Huseyn-khan.
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In the 1920s, what still remained of the Fortress of Irevan was destroyed by the Armenian
authorities together with the “Sardar Palace”, mosques, bathhouses, and other buildings
that retained memories of the city’s Muslim past.
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A SUMMARY OF KARABAKH HISTORY

KARABAKH - HISTORICAL AND
GEOGRAPHIC AREA OF AZERBAIJAN

Karabakh is one of the ancient historical areas of Azerbaijan. The name
Karabakh is derived from the Turkic word “kara” (black) and Persian word
“bag” (garden). This toponym relates to the territory from the Smaller
Caucasus Ridge to the plains near the confluence of the Kura and Araz
rivers'.

During ancient times and early Middle Ages Karabakh was a part of the
state known from the IV century BC to the VIII century as Caucasian
Albania: its territory spread from the Caucasus Mountains in the north
to the Araz River in the south, from Iberia in the west to the Caspian Sea
in the east. The population of Albania consisted of Turkic, Caucasus and
Iranian-language speaking tribes’.

In 313 Christianity was established as the state religion in Albania. The
mountainous part of Karabakh was a part of one of Albanian provinces,
known as Artsakh-Orkhistena (according to ancient authors). The
toponym Artsakh has local Caucasian origin’. In the modern language
of Udi*, which belongs to one of the languages of Caucasian Albania,
“artzesun” means “sit”, or “sit down”. The word “Artzi” was derived from
this verbal form, which means “settled”, “domiciled”, i.e. “people with
sedentary way of life™. The population of Artsakh consisted of such tribes
as gargars, uti, huns, khazars, basls. Albania remained independent until
the VIII century®.

On the arrival of the Arabs to the South Caucasus, from the beginning
of VIII century Islam became the predominant religion in Azerbaijan.
The famous Arab historian Ahmad al-Balazuri in his book “Kitab Futuh
al-Buldan” described in detail the arrival of Arabs to the territory of
Azerbaijan during the government of caliph Umar bin al-Khattab. The

1 Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts, documents. Baku, 2006, p. 11.

2 Hnveap Mammados, Topuk Mycaes. ApMsiHo-A3ep6aiilkaHcKnii KOHQIMKT: HCTOPHS, IPAaBo, ocpeHnYecTBo. baky, 2008.
C 15. [ligar Mammadov, Tofiq Musayev. The conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan: History, law, mediation. Baku, 2008, p. 15
(in Russian)].

3 Today some Armenian historians continue insisting that Armenians are native inhabitants of Caucasus, including Nagorno-Karabakh,
which they call Artsakh. However, these statements are not confirmed by historical sources and are used for the ideological purposes.

4 Udi are descendants of Caucasian Albans. Udi people currently live on the territory of Azerbaijan.

5 Pamus Mexmues. Haropuplii Kapabax: ucropusi npounTanHas no ncrounnkam. Mocksa: Axsapuyc, 2014. C. 71-72. [Ramiz
Mekhtiyev. Nagorno-Karabakh: History read from the sources. Moscow: “Aquarius”. 2014, pp. 71-72 (in Russian)].

6 Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts, documents, p. 11.
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book of another Arab historian - Abu Muhammad al-Kufi - contains
important information about the ethnic composition of population of
Azerbaijan at that time: “Caliph Muawiya bin Abu Sufyan asks the traveler
al-Jurkhumi: “In the name of Allah, what can you tell about Azerbaijan?”
Al-Jurkhumi answers: “This is Turkic land. They concentrated there from
ancient times and, mingling with each other, developed and became
stronger”’. Azerbaijan is also mentioned in the collection of prophetic
narrationsas “Sahih al-Bukhari” that is regarded as the most authentic
collection of hadith reports. It is stated in one of hadiths that “according
to Abu Uthman, when they were in Azerbaijan with Utba bin Farqad they
received Umar bin al-Khattab’s letter™.

After the arrival of Arabs and the spread of Islam, most Albans accepted
Islam and were assimilated by Turks, who also adopted Islam, whilst some
Albans living in Artsakh (mountainous part of Karabakh) kept their own
religion. In connection with the influence of Byzantine Empire in the South
Caucasus, Alban church, like Georgian, shared Dyophysite creed. To stop
the influence of the Byzantine church, the Caliphate using denouncements
of the Armenian church, converted the Alban church to monophysitism
and brought it under the Armenian Gregorian church. However, the Alban
church remained, even partly, independent®.

After Albania ceased to be an independent state, Karabakh was within the
territories ruled by various Muslim dynasties of Azerbaijan. In IX-XIV
centuries, Karabakh was a part of the Muslim states of Sajids, Salarids,
Shaddadids, Atabeks, Jalairids. All these Muslim and Turkic dynasties
ruled on the territory of Azerbaijan. It should be noted that medieval Arab
historians and geographers often called the lands of Caucasian Albania -
Azerbaijan.

Nagorno-Karabakh (“Mountainous Karabakh”), along with other
territories of Azerbaijan (“Arran”) and in general the Eastern and South
Caucasus periodically became parts of various Muslim empires which
territories covered the Plateau of Iran, part of Middle Asia and Asia
Minor. Seljuk Turks in XI century, Mongolian dynasty of Ilkhanids and

7 Abu Muhammad Ahmad ibn A’sam al-Kufi. Kitab al-Futuh (The Book of Conquests). Baku, 1981, p. 201.

8 Yahya ibn Sharaf al-Nawawi. Sharh al-Nawawi ala Muslim (“Nawawi’s commentary on Muslim’s collection of prophetic
narrations”). Dar al-Khayr, 1416/1996 [http:/library.islamweb.net].

9 Hnveap Mammaoos, Topuk Mycaes. Apmsino-A3sepbaiifzkanckuii KOHQUINKT: McTopusi, NpaBo, nocpexunyecrso. C. 16.
[Zigar Mammadov, Tofig Musayev. The conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan: History, law, mediation, p. 16.].
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later empires of Timurids since XIII-XV centuries, then in XV-century
states of Turkic tribes Karakoyunlu and Akkoyunlu, which lived mainly in
the South Azerbaijan - were rulers of these lands. Since XVI century and
to mid-XVIII century the whole Azerbaijan became part of Safavid state'.
Thus, Nagorno-Karabakh was always within the states ruled by various
Muslim and Turk dynasties. This continued in the beginning of XVIII
century, when Azerbaijan was conquered by Russian Empire.

FATE OF KARABAKH KHANATE

Since the XVI century Karabakh, being part of Karabakh (Ganja) province
(vilaya, vilayet, beqlarbeylik), was within the Safavid state. From XVI
to XIX century Ziyad-oglu family from Turkic (Azerbaijan) Kajar tribe
owned Karabakh'.

In the middle of XVIII century the khanates'? were formed on the territory
of Azerbaijan and Karabakh khanate was among them. It was located
on the territory between Kura and Araz Rivers and was populated by
Azerbaijanis-Muslims and Albans-Christians. Panah-Ali khan Javanshir
(1747 - 1763) from Sarijali family (oymaq) of Javanshir clan was the
founder of Karabakh khanate. According to Russian historian of mid-XX
century L.P. Petrushevski, Panah-Ali khan Javanshir “was one of the most
significant state figures in Azerbaijan of XVIII century”"’.

After the death of Iranian ruler Nadir shah and collapse of his empire
in 1747, head of the clan Javanshir, Panah-khan, son of Ibrahim-khan
announced himself independent khan (ruler) of Karabakh. Thus,
Karabakh khanate, with the center in the Panahabad fortress (Shusha city)
established by Panah-khan turned into one of the most powerful khanates
of Azerbaijan'.

10 Audrey L. Altstadr. The Azerbaijani Turks. Power and Identity under Russian Rule. California: Stanford University Press,
1992.p. 2.

11 B. H. Jlesuamos. OuepkumsucropunAsepoaiikanas XVIII Bexe. baxy, 1948. C. 99. [V N. Leviatov. Essays on the history of
Azerbaijan in XVIII ¢. Baku, 1948, p. 99, (in Russian)].

12 Muslim states, small “emirates” ruled by khans (emirs).

13 II. Iempywesckuii. XancTBa Asep0aiizkana 1 BOSHHKHOBeHHe pyccKoii opuentauun. Mssecrus AH Aszep6. CCP (orzen,
o6ur. nayk). Bem. H. Ne 5.1946. C. 100. [P Petrushevsky. Khanates of Azerbaijan and emergence of the Russian orientation.
Academy of Science of Azerbaijan SSR. Issue Ne 5, 1946, p. 100, (in Russian)].

14 U II. Ilempywesckuii. O4epKu mo ucTopuu (eoaaabHBIX OTHOMIEHHIT B A3epbaiikane n Apmennu B XVI-nauane XIX BB.
Jlennnrpan: M3narensctBo JIeHnHrpajickoro yausepentera uM. A. A. Knaunosa, 1949. C. 136; 382. [L.P. Petrushevski. Essays on the
history of feudal relations in Azerbaijan and Armenia in the beginning of XVI-XIX centuries. Leningrad: Leningrad University
press, 1949, pp. 136; 382, (in Russian)].
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According to official Russian data of 1810, shortly before joining to
Russia, there was about 12 thousand families in Karabakh khanate, among
them 9500 Muslim (Azerbaijani) families and only 2500 - Christian.
Data of 1823 indicate that just one city was in Karabakh khanate -
Shusha (Panahabad) and about 600 villages (450 Muslim and about 150
Christian), where 90.000 people lived. There were about 1048 Azerbaijani
and 474 Armenian families in Shusha, in villages - 12902 and 4331
respectively. Christian population consisted of Christians-monophysites
Albans, who were erroneously called and are still being called Armenians
owing to their Monophysite belief. Many researchers of that time knew
this. In particular, Russian historian and statesman of the end of XIX
century V. Velichko wrote: “Citizens of Karabakh (Albania, or Aghvania)
who professed Armenian-Gregorian religion, are erroneously called
Armenians, although they descend from mountainous and Turk tribes”".
Armenian author B. Ishkhanyan wrote that “some of Armenians living in
Nagorno-Karabakh are indigenous inhabitants, descendants of ancient
Albans [...], and some of them were refugees from Turkey and Iran who
fled to the Azerbaijan land from pursuit and victimization™.

In the end of XVIII - first third of XIX century Azerbaijan becomes the
scene of fighting for dominance between Iran, Russian and Ottoman
empires. Some khanates defended their territories with weapons and did
not submit to strong neighbours. Other had to agree for vassal agreements
to protect their interests. During this period, Russian empire was especially
active in the South Caucasus. In 1801 Georgia was annexed to Russian
empire. Later, in 1804 another Muslim state on the territory of Azerbaijan
was occupied - Ganja khanate'’.

On 14 May, 1805 near Kurek river, Azerbaijani khan Ibrahim Khalil and
representative of Russian Emperor, general Tsitsianov signed Treaty of
Kurekchai that made the khanate a protectorate of the Russian empire, i.e.
Karabakh passed under the reign of Russia. This document is a weighty
argument confirming that Karabakh is a historical region of Azerbaijan.

In accordance with article 2 of this Treaty Russian emperor gave “his

15 Huveap Mammaoos, Togux Mycaes. ApMsino-A3zepoaiizkancKnii KOHQIMKT: HCTOPHsI, TPaBo, nocpeaunydectno. C. 16-17.
[Zlgar Mammadov, Tofig Musayev. The conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan: history, law, mediation. pp. 16-17.].

16 Ibid. 17.

17 Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts, documents, p. 31.
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imperial guarantee of the protection of said possessions of Ibrahim-khan
Shushinski and Karabakhski and his rights™*%.

Karabakh khanate was annexed to Russian empire as an Azerbaijani
possession, or possession belonging to the Azerbaijani Muslim ruler
(emir, khan). This possession was Azerbaijani, considering predominance
of Azerbaijani population on its territory and ethnic origin of feudal elite
(khans, bays, aghas, major landholders, religious scholars (‘ulama), etc.).

Thus, Karabakh (Artsakh, Khachen) was never part of the Armenian state
and could not be, as it had been formed and existed outside the area of
South Caucasus.

Under the terms of the Kurachay treaty of 1805, the Karabakh khanate
was actually annexed to the Russian empire. However, the empire did not
eliminate the khan’s power; the empire decided to use it in the context
of its colonial policy. Finally, they promised Ibrahim-khan and local
Muslim elite preservation of khan’s power. However, the assassination
of Ibrahim-khan in 1806 demonstrated that imperial rulers could break
an agreement with the conquered Muslim rulers at any time. In such
circumstances the power of the son of Ibrahim-khan, Mehdigulu-khan
(1806-1822) was not stable'. To assert its power, tsarist government
tried to weaken economic position oflocal Muslims, putting forward
Armenians who actively migrated to the South Caucasus from Iran and
Turkey and settled mainly on the territories with Muslim population®.
Altogether the colonial administration regarded local and migrated
Christians as their support group in the region, and relied on them
rather than on Muslims.

To the mid-XIX century all khanates of the territory of Azerbaijan were
abolished by the Russian authorities. After the abolishment of the Karabakh
khanate, here, as in other areas of Northern Azerbaijan commandant’s
administration was established, and Karabakh was added to Military-
Muslim district (centre - Shusha). During that periodLieutenant General
V.G. Madatov(1782-1829), Armenian ancestry, was reinforcing colonial

18  The agreement between the Khan of the Karabakh khanate and the Russian Empire on placing the Karabakh khanate under the
authority of Russia. 14 May, 1805. Refer to: Anveap Mammaodos, Toghux Mycaes. ApMsiHo-A3epdaiizkancKuii KOHQIMKT: HCTOPHS,
npaBo, nocpeaunyectno. C. 17. [ligar Mammadov, Tofig Musayev. The conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan: History, law,
mediation, p. 17].

19 Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts, documents, p. 32.

20  Tadeusz Swietochowski. Russian Azerbaijan. 1905-1920. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985, p. 39.
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regime in Karabakh?'.

Ceasing to be part of the Azerbaijan Muslim state, the notion of Karabakh
lost political significance and remained only a geographic notion.

RESETTLEMENT OF ARMENIANS
ON THE TERRRITORY OF AZERBAIJAN

In the XIX century, the Ottoman empire, Iran and other Muslim states
survived a deep social-political crisis. The Russian empire as other
European states saw a new possibility for establishing control over the
territories of the Ottoman Empire and getting access to southern seas.
For this aim, both Russians and Europeans used Armenians, whom they
promised establishment of an independent state.

Moving to the south, the Russian Empire conquered Azerbaijani khanates
and came into conflict with Iran and Ottoman Empire(1827-1829)that
also claimed for the territories of the South Caucasus. During these
wars, Armenians actively helped the Russian army fighting against its
neighbors. Russia successively tried to change demographic conditions in
the South Caucasus in general, and in Azerbaijan in particular. The Tsarist
administration incited Azerbaijani Muslims to leave some territories of the
region, and at the same time, it welcomed Armenians in large numbers®.

An expert on the South Caucasus S.Cornell writes, that Armenians in
the course of the whole period of Russian government in the Caucasus,
being faithful allies and occupying important positions in administration
played decisive role in Russian policy in the Caucasus. The prominent
specialist of Azerbaijani history, Polish historian Tadeusz Swietochowski
states that “the Armenians were for Russia what the Maronites in
Lebanon were to be for France in later days: loyal Christians being the
pillar of colonial rule in a strategic location in the Middle East. Russia
consistently tried to alter the demographic conditions in the South
Caucasus, by inciting Muslim Azeris to leave, and welcoming Christian
Armenians in great numbers “*.

21 Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts, documents, p. 32.
22 Hnveap Mammados, Todpux Mycaes. Apmsino-A3epoai, i (GaMKT: HcTOpHs, paBo, nocpeannyectno. C. 18.

[Zigar Mammadov, Tofig Musayev. The conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan: History, law, mediation, p. 18].
23 Cornell, Svante. Small Nations and Great Powers: a study of ethnopolitical conflicts in the Caucasus, p. 20.
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Based on results of the first Russian-Iranian war (1804-1813), on 12
October 1813 Gulistan Treaty (Agreement) was signed. By this Treaty
“Russia was confirmed in possession of Karabakh and Ganja khanates, the
latter currently converted into the Elisabethpol governorate (“Guberniya”);
and also Sheki, Shirvan, Derbent, Guba, Baku and Talish khanates”*.

The second Russian-Iranian war (1826-1828) ended with signing on 10
February1828 of the Treaty of Turkmenchai between Russia and Iran.
Following the terms of this Treaty “Erivan khanate on both sides of Araks
and Nakhchivan khanate became absolute property of Russian empire”>.

After the conquest of Northern Azerbaijan by the Russian empire, in
accordance with the decree of Russian emperor Nikolai dated 21 March
1828 Nakhchivan and Erivan khanates had been abolished, and a new
administrative area “Armenian region” was formed in their place, controlled
by Russian officials. However, in 1849 this region was was renamed as
Erivan Governorate (“Guberniya”). It should be noted that according to
historical sources, Erivan was founded in the beginning of XVI century
as a fortress of Safavid Empire on the border with Ottoman Empire. To
stop Ottoman advancement to the East, Shah Ismail I Sefevi in 1504
ordered to build fortress on Zangi river. Construction was commissioned
to wazir (minister) Revan-Guli khan. Hence, the fortress was named as a
Revan-kala. Revan-kala became Revan-city, then Erivan and afterwards,
in Armenian style Yerevan®.

With the conclusion of Turkmenchai Treaty in 1828 and signing of an
agreement between Russia and Ottoman Empire in the following year
in Edirne, Armenians became migrating to Azerbaijan. Under the terms
of these agreements, Armenians who lived at that time in Iran and in
Ottoman Empire were immigrated to the South Caucasus, mainly to the
regions populated by Azerbaijani people.

According to Russian scholar N. Shavrov, during the years 1828-1830
alone, 40000 Armenians from Persia and 84000 from the Ottoman empire
were resettled to the South Caucasus: “and they were accommodated

24 Hveap Mammaoos, Topux Mycaes. Apmsino-A3sepoaiikanckuii KOHQINKT: HCTOPHSI, NPaBo, nocpeaumiectso. C. 18.
[Zigar Mammadov, Tofig Musayev. The conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan: History, law, mediation, p. 18].

25 TIbid.

26 Pamusz Mexmues. Haropubiii Kapa6ax: ucropust npountannas no ucrounukam. C. 88. [Ramiz Mekhtiyev. Nagorno-Kara-
bakh: History read from the sources, p. 88.
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on the best government lands in the Elisabethpol governorate (i.e. in
Karabakh) and Erivan province (on the territory of modern Armenia),
where Armenian population was negligible™.

As famous Russian diplomat and writer A. Griboyedov who was directly
involved in Russian colonial policy in the South Caucasus wrote:
“Armenians are mainly accommodated on the lands of Muslim landowners
(khans and bays). Immigrants drive out Muslims.We talked enough that
Muslims must be convinced to come to terms with current situation that
will not be long-term. We must eliminate their fear that Armenians will
forever seize their lands whereto they got access™*.

Thus, after the conquest of the South Caucasus by Russia, the size of
Armenian population on the territory of Azerbaijan, mainly in Karabakh
and Erivan, began rising sharply.

After the resettlement, Armenians tried to strengthen their position
and in 1836 they gained significantly in terms of political success -
Russian authorities abolished the independent Albanian Apostolic
church in Karabakh, in particular the Albanian Christian patriarchate
in the mountainous area, which served the Christian population
of this region. As a result the Albanian church transformed into an
episcopate of the Armenian Church, and received all property of the
Albanian church. Later, with the permission of the Russian synod, the
Armenian-Gregorian church destroyed an archive of the Albanian
church together will other old archives. Armenian clergy did the
same with the Albanian Christian memorials. In conditions of loss of
statehood and clerical independence in the western regions of former
Albania-Karabakh region, and continuing migration of Armenians
to these regions in XIX - beginning of XX centuries, the process of
Gregorianization and Armenization of local Alban population began®.
However, some Alban people managed to preserve their identity
- namely Udi who until present live in Oguz and Gabala regions of
Azerbaijan.

27 Huxonaii [llaspos. HoBasi yrpoe3sa pycckomy ey B 3akaBkasbe. Ilpencrosimas pacny Myranun I CII6:
1911 (baky: Dam, 1990), c. 63-64. [Nikolay Shavrov. New threat to Russian politics in the Tr ia. The ing sale of
Mughan to foreigners. St. Petersburg: 1911 (new edition: Baku: Elm, 1990), p. 63-64. (in Russian)].

28 Hnveap Mammaoos, Togpux Mycaes. Apmsino-A3epoai, i (GaMKT: HcTopHs, NpaBo, nocpeannyectno. C. 20.
[ligar Mammadov, Tofig Musayev. The conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan: History, law, mediation. p. 20.].

29  Ibid., 22.
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After the compact settlement of Armenians in the XIX century, Armenian
ideologists introduce the term “Eastern Armenia” and moved it north-
eastwards - from Euphrates river to the SouthCaucasus. Thus, Azerbaijan
territories populated by Armenians became “Eastern Armenia’, which
allowed them later focusing Armenian issue on the South Caucasus as
well.

As we already noted, in the XIX century, when European empires were
moving to the territories of Muslim states, they used Armenians (as many
other representatives of Christianity) in the context of colonial policy.
Russia used Armenians to gain an access to southern seas and to prevent
Great Britain getting to India. Great Britain used protestants-Armenians
for the protection of their life-way to India, flinging back Russia and France.
Catholic Frenchmen needed Armenians to support their own interests in
the Middle East. In fact, all these empires under the pretence of protection
of religious rights of Christians and activity of their missionaries tried to
capture part of the territory of Ottoman Empire.

At the same time, Armenian leaders and elite used aspirations of mighty
empires for the fulfillment of their own political objectives. E.g., Armenian
Patriarch Nerses Varjabedyan during the period between 12 December
1876 and 20 January 1877 met in Istanbul with BritishAmbassador
Elliotand assured him that Armenians - if necessary - are ready to raise a
rebellion to get sympathy and support of European empires. The patriarch
also met with the Commander-In-Chief of Russian army, Grand Duke
Nikolai to ask him about the establishment of independent Armenian state
on the territory of six eastern provinces of the Ottoman Empire. Grand
Duke encouraged disloyalty of Armenians towards Ottomans®.

According to American historian Audrey Altstadt, one should look
for the roots of Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict in historical differences
and contradictions, with which tsarists authorities manipulated in their
colonial policy during decades; they instigated jealousy and even used
violence as the means of control. Azerbaijanistried to change status-quo at
the expense of Russia, Armenians - at the expense of Azerbaijanis®'.

30  Samuel Weems. Armenia. Secrets of a «Christian» Terrorist State. Dallas: St. Johh Press, 2002, p. 10
31  Audrey L. Altstadt. The Azerbaijani Turks. Power and Identity under Russian Rule, p. 43.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ARMENIAN STATE

Almost simultaneously, with the escalation of the confrontation of empires
for the sphere of influence in solving the Armenian issue, the formation
of political parties began. In 1887 the first Armenian party “Gnchak” (the
Bell) was formed in Geneva based on Marxist principles. Members of
this party were exclusively Armenians from Russia who gave it military-
revolutionary spirit. In 1890, Armenian Revolutionary Federation
(“Dashnaktsutyun”) was formed in Tiflis, which united all minor
terroristic groups and revolutionary circles. Both these groups set heart on
the establishment of an independent Turkish Armenia on the territory of
six eastern provinces of the Ottoman Empire that would become a socialist
state. However, that was only an intermediate goal®.

According to plans of “Gnchak” party after the establishment of
independent Turkish Armenia revolution should spread to “Russian and
Iranian Armenia”. As for “Dashnaktsutyun’, after the First World War
this party even managed to come to powerin Armenia. From the day of
its establishment, Armenian Revolutionary Federation was a terroristic
organization and used terror for the achievement of their political goals.
During 90-s of the XIX century a number of severe terroristic acts was
organized in the Ottoman Empire, including seizure of Ottoman bank
by “dashnaks” (members and advocates of the Armenian Revolutionary
Federation). The purpose of these acts was forcing-out of local population
from “vilayets” (provinces) claimed for by Armenian nationalists; using
force on Muslims so that they would respond and afterwards under the
banner “barbarian Muslims kill innocent Christian-Armenians” attract
attention of Europeans to political demands of Armenians®.

In the beginning of the XX century Baku experienced a petroleum boom -
its oil production grew rapidly. Armenian entrepreneurs, under the auspices
of Russian authorities purchased oil fields, factories and lands. The colonial
administration created all necessary conditions for this, as like European
empires, the Russian Empire also relied on a Christian minority in colonial
policy in the East. In contrast, the Armenian bourgeoisie was interested in
the the resettlement of the local Muslim population from lands purchased

32 Samuel Weems. Armenia. Secrets of a «Christian» Terrorist State, p. 16.
33 Samuel Weems. Armenia. Secrets of a «Christian» Terrorist State, pp. 16; 55-57.
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by them. Such colonial policyled to confrontations between Armenians and
Azerbaijanis. Violence broke out in Baku on 6 February 1905. According
to historians,the conflict began with the killing of several Azerbaijani
people by Armenian nationalists (“dashnaks”). Clashes continued in the
next year and spread to other areas of South Caucasus with mixed Muslim
(Azerbaijan) and Armenian population. Nagorno-Karabakh was the main
centre of fighting. Total number of victims varies in a wide range - from
10000 to 50000. All available information indicates that Muslims lost more
than Armenians did*. There were plenty of reasons. Muslims were poorly
organized, unlike the Armenian Christian population; they did not have
strong social, cultural and economic support of colonial administration;
and Azerbaijani Muslims were not drafted to the army of Russian Empire,
which resulted in a shortage of military specialists and weapons.

Thus, the Armenian issue arose due to the attempts of Armenians to
establish their own state at the end of XIX century - first on the territory of
six eastern “vilayets” of the Ottoman Empire, then in the South Caucasus
territories of Russian empire and Iran. Means towards this end were terror
and violence. Hopes were also set on assistance of the European empires,
in the first place Great Britain and Russia that in turn used Armenian issue
in their own interests.

On the eve of the First World War the interest of the Russian empire in
Ottoman Armenians emerged again, as Russia and the Ottoman Empire
were enemies in this war, and Russia could use Armenians for geopolitical
strategy. That is why Armenian politicians again re-oriented towards
Russia with the hope that after victory of the Entente (Triple Entente)
the Ottoman Empire will be divided and the tsarist government would
grant to Armenians autonomy in the Caucasus and eastern “vilayets” of
the Ottoman Empire. Russian government expressed their intentions
regarding Armenians in the tsar’s address of 1914. Tsar Nikolai II,
addressing Armenians said that they would be united with their brothers
under the tsar protection, will finally get freedom and justice. However, one
can see that in this manifest there is no single word about independence,
autonomy or self-government™.

34 Tadeusz Swietochowski. Russian Azerbaijan. 1905-1920, pp. 38-46.
35  Erich Feigl. A Myth of Terror. Armenian Extremism: Its Causes and Its Historical Context (Freilassing Salzburg: Edition
Zeitgeschichte, 1986, p. 71.
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Hence, Armenian nationalists, since 1905, being under the influence of
the policy of the Russian empire in the South Caucasus, often embarked
upon armed conflicts with local Muslim population of Karabakh. During
1905-1906 on the territory of Karabakh, between Armenian armed groups
and local Muslim Azerbaijanipopulation armed clashes were taking place.
Using conditions created by the I World War Armenian nationalists tried
to expel Azerbaijanis from their territories and establish Armenian state.
Plan of establishment of “Great Armenia” was being developed. In 1915,
after failure of new rebellions against Ottoman state, Armenians - having
concentrated key forces in the South Caucasus, with the tsarist protection
continued exterminating local Azerbaijani population®.

After the collapse of tsarist power in Russia (1917, February), then
bolshevist rise to power (1917, October), in the uncertain situation in the
South Caucasus, armed Armenian groups with the experience of serving
in Russian army, joining with “dashnaks” and bolshevists started new
phase of displacement of Azerbaijanis from their territories. New mass
slaughters that began in March of 1918 in Baku and then spread to whole
Azerbaijan, delivered a fatal blow on local Muslim population - many
people (to some sources - about 80000), and representatives of Azerbaijani
elite were killed”’.

However, with the collapse of the Russian Empire, Russian Muslims began
thinking about the establishment of their independent state. After long
discussions and passionate arguing representatives of the Azerbaijan
intelligentsia concluded that without the state, interests of Muslims will
not be observed and conditions for their development and protection will
not be created.

The Azerbaijan Democratic Republic (ADR) became the first independent
state after the collapse of Russian Empire. The ADR represented the first
successful attempt to establish a democratic and secular republic in the
Muslim World, and the first parliamentary republic in the Orient®. With
the establishment of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, new stage in the
Azerbaijan history began. Azerbaijan Democratic Republic took measures
36  Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts, documents, p. 32.

37 Ibid.

38  Matteo Verda. Azerbaijan. An introduction to the country. Novi Ligure: Edizione Epoke, 2014, p. 31.

Also, refer to: Bernard Lewis. From Babels to Dragomans: Interpreting the Middle East. New York: Oxford University Press,
2004, p. 97.
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for prevention of plans of armed gangs and “dashnak-bolshevist” regime
on extermination of Muslim population in the Northern Azerbaijan.

NAGORNO-KARABAKH (MOUNTANIOUS KARABAKH)
WITHIN THE AZERBAIJAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
(1918-1920)

On 28 May 1918, after the 120 years submission to Russia, Azerbaijan
established an independent state in Northern Azerbaijan. In its Declaration
of Independence, the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic announced that it
was the legal successor of the territories of Northern Azerbaijan occupied
by Russia according to the Gulistan (1813) and Turkmenchai (1828)
Treaties. It was written in the Declaration of Independence: “Since today
peoples of Azerbaijan have sovereign rights, Azerbaijan consisting of East
and South Transcaucasus is a full-rights independent state”.

The Azerbaijan Democratic Republic published legally and politically
justified geographic map of its territory and sought to restore legal
authority on the whole historical territory of Karabakh - an integral part
of Azerbaijan. However, at the same time,recently announced Armenian
(Ararat) Republic put forward claims for Karabakh. Government of the
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic rejected these claims. Chairman of
Parliament of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic A.M. Topchubashov
(1862-1934) in the course of negotiations with the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Ottoman state on 18 November 1918 in Istanbul stated:
“Karabakh issue raised by Armenians is not an issue of 5 or 10 villages,
the dispute is on the whole 4 “sanjaks” (administrative divisions) - Shusha,
Javanshir, Jabrail and Zangezur. It is the territory of the whole khanate,
and although number of Armenians and Muslims living there is not equal,
there are no reasons to talk about the absolute majority of Armenians.
Besides, they are not local inhabitants of this territory. They resettled here
from Turkey after the war with Russia. Finally, Armenians in Karabakh do
not live densely, they are settled amongst Muslims. Nevertheless we are
supporters of the peaceful solution of the problem™*.

Already on the next day after the declaration of its independence

39 Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts, documents, p. 46.
40  Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts, documents, p. 46.
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Azerbaijan, taking into account appeal of Armenian side, decided to hand
over part of Erivan province, including Erivan city (Yerevan, modern
capital of the Republic of Armenia) as a capital to Republic of Armenia
that did not even have its own territory. When Georgia and Azerbaijan
declared their independence, they had territories and capitals. As for
Armenia, after declaration of its independence, it was both without
territory and population, as Armenian population was not in majority
neither in any county, nor in any region of South Caucasus. As a result,
Armenian delegation having declared independence could not leave
Tiflis - capital of Georgia, as they had nowhere to go. Armenians urgently
needed territory for self-determination of their statehood. While the
Armenian elite asked the government of the Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic represented by Prime-minister Fatali Khan Khoyski to grant
them land for the establishment of state, armed Armenian terrorist
groups led by Andranik, Dro, Amazasp, with external support, brutally
annihilated Muslim population all through Azerbaijan*. At the same
time, Armenian propaganda in the capital cities of Europe and U.S.
presented an image of long-suffering Christian people dying in hostile
Muslim Turkic environment and skillfully played on religious feelings
of western society. Representatives of the Armenian Diaspora met with
various European politicians, asked for money for Armenian bandit
formations and begged for help with the establishment of an Armenian
state. As a result European countries, via their representatives notified
the government of ADR that the handover of Erivan and some adjoining
territories to Armenians would help with the international recognition
of ADR. These painful terms were put forward by the Entente and
government of ADR had to accept them*”. Besides, at that time the most
important issue for the Azerbaijani Muslims was the establishment and
strengthening of independent state, and any delays could violate all their
plans.

In 1919, the 7-th congress of Armenians of the mountainous part of
Karabakh officially recognized the authority of Azerbaijan. This was
registered on 26 August 1919, in the agreement between the government

41 Pamus Mexmues. Haropusrii Kapa6ax: ucropust npountannas mo ucrounnxam. C. 148-149. [Ramiz Mekhtiyev. Nagorno-
Karabakh: History read from the sources, pp. 148-149.].

42 Pamus Mexmues. Haropubiii Kapa6ax: ucropust npountannas no ucrounuxam. C. 149. [Ramiz Mekhtiyev. Nagorno-Kara-
bakh: History read from the sources, p. 149.].
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of Azerbaijan and Armenians of Karabakh. According to this agreement,
mountainous part of Karabakh -districts Dizag, Varanda, Khachin and
Jilabert populated with Armenians was part of the Azerbaijan Republic.
Under the terms of Agreement Council consisting of 3 Armenians and
3 Azerbaijanis was established under the Karabakh governor-general
office. This Council had right of supervision over the administration of
governor-general, however could not interfere with its work. Karabakh
Armenians had the right for cultural autonomy. This was prerogative
of the Armenian component of the Council. Freedom of word and press
was announced. Military forces of Azerbaijan were located in Shusha and
Khankendi. Relocations of the armed formations in the mountainous
part of Karabakh populated by Armenians were allowed only with
consent of 2/3 members of the Council. The government of Azerbaijan
on 29 September 1919 allotted one million manat for the restoration of
destroyed villages of Karabakh®.

During 1918-1920 the Azerbaijan Republic maintained diplomatic
relations with Georgia, Armenia, Turkey, Iran, Ukraine, Lithuania, Poland,
Finland, USA, Great Britain, France, Italy, Sweden, Switzerland, Belgium,
the Netherlands, Greece, Denmark. Agreements about the principles of
relations with a number of states were signed; sixteen states opened their
missions in Baku. On 12 January 1920 Supreme Council of the Allied
Powers at the Paris Peace Conference de-facto recognized independence
of Azerbaijan*.

At the same time, consideration of the Armenian issue at the Paris Peace
Conference was laid aside, as Armenia demanded creation of a “Greater
Armenia” between three seas. Territorial claims of Armenia extended to
11 regions of Ottoman Empire (7 — in Anatolia, 4 - in Kilikia (Cilicia)),
the whole Erivan province (“guberniya”), southern parts of Tiflis and
Elisabethpol (Ganja) provinces, Kars and Ardagan. Thus, Armenian claims
were reviewed together with the Ottoman issue. Lloyd George did not
agree with the claims of Armenians and thought them excessive, especially
considering that Armenians were the minority on these territories. The
percentage of Armenians in Ottoman “vilayets” was the following: Van

43 Huveap Mammaoos, Toghux Mycaes. Apmsino-Asepoaii, (ukT: ncTopus, npaso, nocpeanuyectso. C. 29.
[Zigar Mammadov, Tofig Musayev. The conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan: History, law, mediation, p. 29.].
44 Ibid.
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- 24%, Bitlis — 34%, Diyarbakir - 18%, Kharput — 12%, Sivas — 15%,
Erzerum - 21%, Trabzon - 5%. Armenia was recognized de-facto only on
19 January1920%.

It should be noted that with the declaration of independence of Azerbaijan
Armenian nationalists (“dashnaks”) began organizing military troops and
attacked Azerbaijan villages in Karabakh. In the end of 1919 and in spring
of 1920 armed bandit groups of Armenian “dashnaks” undertook mass
slaughter of peacetul civilian population on the territory of Zangezur. All
these actions of Armenian nationalists prevented the strengthening and
development of the young Azerbaijani state®.

Armenians would not calm down in Javanshir district as well. During
the summer and autumn of 1918 alone, they destroyed 115 Azerbaijani
villages in Zangezur. According to fragmentary data, 7729 Azerbaijani
people were killed in these villages and 50 000 had to leave Zangezur and
became refugees®’.

Armenian nationalists decided that there was no place for Azerbaijani
Turks-Muslims in the national Armenian state. However, the point was
that Azerbaijanis made up a substantial part of population in the newly
established Republic of Armenia. According to population census in
Russia of 1897, in four of seven districts of Erivan province there was
absolute majority of Azerbaijan population. The policy of the republican
Armenian government was to force the Azerbaijan population to leave
their homeland for future Armenian colonization of these territories.
To this end, they use terror and threats. Only in the southern part of
Erivan province hundreds Azerbaijan villages were destroyed and burnt
and 150000 Azerbaijan refugees wandered on the territory of Azerbaijan
Republic - roofless and without any money*.

While the armed forces of ADR fought with Armenian “dashnaks” in
Karabakh, defending villages and settlements from destruction, bolshevists
invaded Azerbaijan. On 28 April 1920, with support of XI Red Army,
Azerbaijan Communist Party of Azerbaijan took power and declared

establishment of the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic. In November

45 Ibid.

46  Yaqub Mahmudov, Karim Shukurov. Karabakh: Real history, facts documents, p. 49.

47 Hwveap Mammaoos, Toguk Mycaes. ApmMsino-A3epoai, (GauKT: HcTOpHs, NMPaBo, nocpeannyecTso. C. 32-33.
[Zigar Mammadov, Tofig Musayev. The conflict between Armema and Azerbaijan: History, law, mediation, pp. 32-33.].
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of the same year, Soviet power was established in Armenia. In April 1921
the Red Army established control over all three South Caucasus republics
(Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia)®.

KARABAKH DURING SOVIET PERIOD (1920 - 1991)

After the formation of the Azerbaijan SSR Karabakh continued to be part
of Azerbaijan. However, bolshevists in the South Caucasus maintained
territorial policy based on the interests of the new Soviet state. Hence,
during the Soviet period some regions of Azerbaijan were given to
Armenia.

In 1921 the “acquisition” of Zangezur and a significant part of Kazakh
districts by Armenia was made legitimate - total about 9000 square km,
with a predominant Azerbaijan population. Because of the handover of
Zangezur to the Armenian SSR, Nakhchivan area became cut off from
Azerbaijan.

In a similar way, in 1922 bolshevists disposed of the Azerbaijani lands
Dilizhan and Gekja (Sharur-Daralgez regions). In 1929 several villages
were also taken from Nakhchivan and annexed to the Armenian SSR*..

Later, during the sovietization of the South Caucasus republics (Azerbaijan,
Armenia and Georgia) Armenian communists often applied to the USSR
authorities regarding inclusion of the Nagorno-Karabakh territories into
the Armenian SSR. In response to these territorial claims of Armenian
SSR regarding Nagorno-Karabakh the Caucasian Bureau of Central
Committee of Russian Communist Party at its meeting of 5 July 1921
took the following decision: “[...] leave Nagorno-Karabakh within the
structure of Azerbaijan SSR, with provision of extensive autonomy with
administrative centre in Shusha city [...]”

Autonomies in the USSR were established following an ethnic principle,
and as a rule were named by name of ethnos. As Armenians had already

49  Svante E. Cornell. The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict. Department of East European Studies Report no. 46. Uppsala University,
1999, p. 8.
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Historical Archive of the Azerbaijan Republic. Refer to: Zigar Mammadov, Tofig Musayev. The conflict between Armenia and Azer-
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self-determined in the Armenian SSR, the establishment of an autonomy
for Armenians in Azerbaijan was not justified. That is why the autonomous
region received a geographical, rather than ethnic name. Thus, the term
“Nagorno-Karabakh” appeared as administrative unit, which did not exist
earlier.

The former NKAO (Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast (Region))
occupied the south-eastern part of Smaller Caucasus with the area of 4388
square km. From the north to the south the territory stretched for 120 km,
from the east to the west - for 35-60 km. The borders of the region were
defined so that to encompass majority of Armenian population. A. Altstadt
writes that: “[...] Armenian villages had been included into the territorial
borders, Azerbaijani - excluded, to ensure Armenian majority”.

According to the final Soviet census of 1989, the total population size in
NKAO was 189085 people, of them: 145450 Armenians — 76,9 %; 40688
Azerbaijani - 21,5 %; 1922 Russians - 1,0 %; 1025 representatives of other
nationalities — 0,6 %>*.

The activities of all state power bodies, judicial authorities and prosecutor’s
office, administration at the enterprises, educational and cultural
organizations was carried out in Armenian language. Local TV and
radio-broadcasting, newspapers and magazines were also in Armenian.
In the former NKAO, Armenian language existed as official both in
administration and everyday life; heads and employees of territorial
legislative and party bodies, cultural and educational institutions from the
moment of their establishment were mainly Armenians®. Considering
this, the statements of some current Armenian politicians about the past
infringement of rights of Armenians in Karabakh are not true. On the
contrary, these facts allow A. Altstadt to conclude that the dominant
Armenian cultural and administrative character of the NKAO contributed
to Azerbaijan emigration from the region®.
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NAGORNO-KARABAKH CONFLICT (WAR AND OCCUPATION)

The current stage of the Armenian-Azerbaijan conflict began at the end
of 1987, when simultaneously with the open presentation of territorial
claims for Nagorno-Karabakh systematic expulsion of Azerbaijanis from
Armenian SSR began. Azerbaijanis in Yerevan, Kafan, Masis, Gugark,
Dilizhan, Sisian, Kirovakan and other population centers of Armenia were
subject to terror and violence, as a result 220 people were killed and 1154
wounded”. Refugees began arriving from Armenia to Azerbaijan; their
total number reached 243682 people®®.

On 20 February 1988, Armenian representatives at the session of Regional
Council of NKAO took decision to “Appeal to Supreme Councils of
Azerbaijan SSR and Armenian SSR about transfer of NKAO from
Azerbaijan SSR to Armenian SSR”.

The first blood was shed on 24 February 1988, when two Azerbaijanis were
killed near Askeran in Nagorno-Karabakh - 16 year old Bakhtiyar Aliyev
and 23 year old Ali Gadzhiyev®.

On 28 February 1988 interethnic disorders were provoked in Sumgait.
This was a provocation, planned with active participation of Armenian
nationalistic circles, to create favorable grounds for wide-scale anti-
Azerbaijan icampaign and tip the scale in the USSR and abroad in favor
of Armenia. It is known that one of the “players” in Sumgait events was
Eduard Grigoryan, an ethnic Armenian native of Sumgait, who killed
five Armenians in the course of these events. There are data in materials
of the investigation indicating that other Armenians acted as “guides”
assisting pogromists. Activists of the “Karabakh® committee organized
by Armenians in the months before the events began leaving the city,
withdrawing money from accounts in savings banks, and selling property,
although the situation at that time was absolutely quiet. Current Armenian
President S. Sargsyan also confirmed that some third parties were interested
in Sumgait disorders and later in other Azerbaijan cities. In his opinion,
the Central Committee of the USSR Communist Party stood behind these

57 Huveap Mammaoos, Toghux Mycaes. Apmsino-Asepbaiizkanckuii KOHQIHKT: HCTOPHSI, TPaBo, nocpeaunyectno. C. 37.
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events®. After the death in November 2007 of the former Chairman of
KGB of the USSR V.Kryuchkov, the British mass-media confirmed this
suggestion; they wrote that KGB was organizer of provocations in large
cities of the Soviet Union, including Baku and Sumgait®'.

The collapse of the USSR unleashed Armenian nationalists. In 1992-
1993 Azerbaijan experienced aggression, as a result significant part of its
territory was occupied. The seizure of Khodjaly city on 26 February 1992
was especially tragic - 613 civilians were killed, including women, children
and elderly. Despite denial by official Yerevan of guilt for the massacre, the
liability of Armenian side is confirmed by numerous facts at the disposal
of law-enforcement agencies of Azerbaijan, and testimony of witnesses
of the tragedy. The following words of S. Sargsyan, current President of
Armenia, cited in the book of British journalist Thomas de Waal “Black
garden. Armenia and Azerbaijan: between war and peace”: “Before Khojali,
the Azerbaijanis thought that they were joking with us, they thought that
the Armenians were people who could not raise their hand against the
civilian population. We were able to break that [stereotype]. And that’s
what happened. And we should also take into account that amongst those
boys were people who had fled from Baku and Sumgait™.

In May 1992 Shusha - administrative centre of the region inside Nagorno-
Karabakh populated by Azerbaijanis and Lachyn - region located between
Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh, were occupied. In 1993 Armenian
armed forces occupied six more regions of Azerbaijan adjacent to Nagorno-
Karabakh: Kelbajar, Agdam, Fizuli, Jabrail, Gubadli and Zangilan.

As a result of aggression against the Azerbaijan Republic, a significant
part of the territory of the state was occupied with 890 towns, villages
and housing developments located thereon; about one million of people
became refugees and internally displaced persons. 20000 Azerbaijan
citizens were killed in this war, 50000 people were wounded, many of them
became disabled, about 5000 were missing. By one estimate, the incurred
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losses totaled 60 billion USD®.

In 1993, the UN Security Council took 4 resolutions (NN 822; 853; 874; 884)
in connection with thearmed seizure of the territories of Azerbaijan®. In these
resolutions the appurtenance of Nagorno-Karabakh region to Azerbaijan
was confirmed, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Azerbaijan
Republic, inviolacy of its international borders and inadmissibility of using
force for the acquisition of territories were stated. Resolutions demanded
immediate termination of all hostile actions, immediate and unconditional
withdrawal of all occupying forces from all occupied regions of Azerbaijan
Republic, in this context - call for restoration of economic, transport and
energy connections in the region, return of refugees and displaced persons
to the places of permanent residence. Considering the above, it is obvious
that the actions of the Armenian side should be regarded as a violation
of the mandatory provisions of international law. However, until now the
Armenian military forces do not adhere to the terms of these resolutions
and continue occupying Azerbaijani territories.

DESTRUCTION OF HISTORICAL
ISLAMIC HERITAGE IN KARABAKH

On the occupied territories of Azerbaijan, Armenia intentionally destroys
and falsifies cultural heritage. In the international conventions, these acts
are regarded as a crime against humanity. Historical-cultural memorials
on the occupied territories have either been completely destroyed, falsified
or claimed as Armenian memorials.

According to materials presented in Armenian mass media, satellite
images, reports of OSCE missions regarding the situation on the occupied
Azerbaijani territories, currently hundreds historical memorials (mosques,
tombs of Muslim scholars and Sufi sheikhs, fortresses) are completely
destroyed.

It could be said that in the territories occupied by the Armenian armed
forces, a policy of cultural genocide has been carried out. For instance,
a historical and architectural reserve - a medieval Azerbaijani town of
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Shusha, which is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in Azerbaijan
has been partly destroyed by armed separatist groups. There are many
mosques, dwellings, historical civil and religious monuments of XVIII-XIX
c. that were completely or partly demolished. Many important monuments
of Islamic architecture remain in the occupation zone, but they are heavily
damaged and abandoned, such as, for example, the eleven-arch and fifteen
arch bridges on the Khudaferin crossing of the Araz River®.

The war inflicted irreparable damage on the monuments on the territory
of Karabakh and the surrounding districts. Numerous mosques, including
those built by the outstanding Azerbaijani architect Karbalai Safikhan
Karabakhi, the bridges, bathhouses and memorials, mausoleums of “Malik
Ajdar” (XII-XIII centuries), “Mir Ali” (XIV century), “Kachin Dorbatli”
(XIV century), “Shaikh Babain” (XIII century) and “Panah Khan” (XVII
century) have been destroyed®.

A large number of Azerbaijani cemeteries have also been demolished.
There were about 21 cemeteries in Nagorno-Karabakh around the Shusha
city limits. Today most of them have been destroyed. Shusha had two
large Azerbaijani cemeteries: “Mirza Hasan” and “Mir Faseh”. There were
cemeteries around old mosques “Yukhari Govhar-Agha” and “Ashagi
Govhar-Agha” in the centre of the city, which have also been destroyed®’.

It should be noted that Armenian nationalists have been deliberately and
systematically razing monuments of Muslim and Azerbaijani culture, not
only in the occupied districts of Karabakh, but also in Armenia.

For example, a real case of vandalism was the destruction of Erivan
fortress, which was located in the center of the capital of Armenia. The
Erivan Fortress was built in 1504-1511 by the Safavid Shah Ismail I. It is
interesting that, after taking the fortress, the Russian army did not destroy
it. Even when the khanate had been abolished and an Armenian region
and then the “Irevan Gubernia” established, the fortress remained the
heart of the city and its main attraction®.
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Total destruction of the fortress and monuments of medieval Azeri
architecture started when the Armenian S.S.R. was established on the
former Azeri lands. In the 1920s, what still remained of the Fortress of
Irevan was destroyed by the Armenian authorities together with the
“Sardar Palace”, mosques, bathhouses, and other buildings that retained
memories of the city’s Muslim past. In 1936, after completing their self-
imposed task, the Armenians started calling the city Erevan: they finally
wiped out the memory of the city’s founder and of those who lived in this
pearl of Azeri and Muslim architecture®.

In this context, it is worth mentioning that in Resolution No13/30-P of
the Organization of Islamic Conference regarding aggression of Armenia
against the Republic of Azerbaijan it is stated that OIC considers any actions
against the civil population on the occupied territories of Azerbaijan as a
crime against humanity. The Resolution strongly condemns plunder and
extermination of archeological, cultural and religious memorials on the
territory of Azerbaijan”. However, the demolition of Azerbaijani and
Muslim historical and cultural memorials on the Karabakh territory still
continues. Over 100000 cultural memorials were destroyed, about 500
archeological finds and 22 museums were demolished in the course of
occupation.
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